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                St Barnabas Warmley 26th November 2016 
            11 towers were represented at the meeting of the active 18 towers with members. 
 

1.  Chairman opens the Meeting. The meeting Commenced at 17.35 
     The Chairman Chris Greef opened the meeting by welcoming the members present also Hugh  
      Evans the Association chairman who was attending the meeting today. He thanked the Reverend 
      Jeremy Andrews for conducting the service and Shaun Weekes for playing the organ. He also  
     thanked the Warmley ringers for the splendid tea they had arranged for the members.  
2.   Apologies.  
      Mary and David Haslum, Angela Robb, June Powell,  Edna Cause, David Sansum, Didge Freke, 
      Bryan Hardwick, Richard Sleeman, David Sansum, Phillip Coward, Merve Gibbs, Robert Goodwin, 
      Barry Brown and Nigel Scudamore.       
3.   Approval of the 2015 minutes 
      The minutes are accepted was proposed by Sue Elliott seconded by Gill Greef. 
      The minutes were accepted by the members present. 
        
4.   Matters Arising. 
     There were no outstanding matters to be addressed 
      
5.   Accounts 2015. 
      Due to an outstanding problem from the 2015 meeting with the accounts we were required to 
      approve both the 2014 and 2015 audited accounts. 
       The audited Accounts were proposed and seconded, and accepted by the members present. 
       Whilst the there were not copies of the 2016 accounts at the meeting only a secretaries copy they 
       had been on the branch web site since the Monday prior to the meeting following a request from  
       Martin Pearson. 
       Sue Elliot asked the current state of the accounts; Lucy Bailey read from her officer 
       report the state of the accounts. (See below her report) 
       2014 and 2015 audited accounts were accepted by the members present. 
       The secretary raised two items with the present format of the accounts which we have been 
       accepting now for many years. Whilst there are no doubt the accounts as shown are accurate in all  
       respects he feels they do not show to the members who approve them the true picture. 
        They do not show the amount of money raised from the contributions of members each year,  
        or the amount paid to the association from the branch account. You are required to go to the 
        treasurer’s report to see this information.  We should show this on the account presented to  
        meeting. This I feel will be even more important when the amount significantly increases after the 
        increase in subscriptions for 2017. 
        Chris Greef said he felt that this was a reasonable request to make to show the true state of the 
        accounts, Linda Gittings made the comment that the association was there to serve the members 
       and the suggested change should be listened too. David Powell asked that the branch secretary 
       write to the association asking for this reasonably simple change to be made. The secretary 
       said he would also like an even simpler change to be made which gave space for the treasurer  
       and auditor to print their names below their signatures as in most case the signatures are 
       often indecipherable. 
       The secretary will write to the association to see if the changes are possible to the present 
        association accounts package! 
  
6.   Committee member reports. 
 Chairman 
Our Branch programme this year has included the usual range of ringing and social activities. I will 
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focus on the events with more of a social element to them and let the Ringing Master and Deputy give 
their views on ringing progress. 
 
Our main event this year surely was the hire of the Lichfield Diocesan Mobile Belfry over Heritage 
Open Days weekend in September. Branch members had an enjoyable Friday evening assembling 
the belfry in Winterbourne Medieval Barn under the watchful eye of Phil Gay, who towed the belfry 
from Crewe. The Saturday and Sunday were spent trying out the bells, explaining all about bellringing 
to the many visitors who came, demonstrating ringing and encouraging visitors to have a go. On the 
Saturday evening we held a joint social at the Barn with the Wotton Branch ringers, enjoying a fish 
and chip supper. In my view, the weekend was a great success, helping to publicise ringing to the 
general public, as well as being great fun. 
 
Another great success has been the Branch CCTV cameras, bought last year with a bequest from 
Alan Pidgeon. They have been installed in a number of towers over the year for open days and fetes 
(including Winterbourne tower during Heritage Open Days) and have proved very popular with the 
public, who are fascinated to watch the bells ringing as the bellringers pull on the ropes below. 
 
The Branch Quiz was very well attended again with Bitton as quizmasters and Mary York plus team 
as caterers. The winning team (chosen by the roll of a die from amongst the six highest scoring 
teams) was Chipping Sodbury, so we look forward to them organising next year’s quiz. The annual 
May Day Bank Holiday outing was to north Gloucestershire, with ringing at six towers. We also had a 
walking tour around Clevedon in June. Our barbecue was at Syston this year, on a very wet Saturday 
- at least the cooks had a gazebo to keep the rain off! The monthly Far-Cited ringers outing continue 
to be popular, with ringing at three towers and a pub lunch. 
 
Thanks are due to all who helped with tower, Branch or Association events and also to Committee 
members. I am particularly pleased with the continued success of various joint practices, from joint 
tower practices to cross-Branch monthly events on both six and eight bells. They provide 
opportunities for ringers to progress and perhaps provide encouragement where the home tower is 
struggling to remain viable. 
Chris Greef. 
 
 Ringing Master.  
Following on from last year it has been a good year for ringing in the Branch, there has been practices 
held every month, and all have been well supported with a good variety of methods. 
There was a striking and listening course held at Thornbury in January which 18 members attended. 
In April and June we had an extended 2 practices at Kelston which included training sessions of Plain 
Bob Minor, these were well attended and both practice meetings were productive. 
The monthly 6 bell ringing practices at Kelston are as popular as ever, and the 8 bell meetings at 
Thornbury, Henbury and Chipping Sodbury are also well supported with more advanced 8 bell 
methods. 
 The Branch striking competition was held in March at Compton Dando with a total of 10 teams 
entering, the judges were Ruth Beavin and Julian Hemper. The standard of striking from all the teams 
was good to very good according to our judges.  I was very pleased that Mangotsfield won the 
competition, followed by Dyrham, and Frampton Cotterell came 3rd. 
 We were made very welcome at Compton with a good supply of tea and cakes although the Church 
was a bit chilly! 
In the Penn and Croome trophy competitions we were not so fortunate and came 9th in both events, 
and I would like to thank our team members for coming. 
 St George's day this year was left to individual towers to mark the occasion as it co-incided with the 
400th Anniversary of Shakespeare.  A number of towers marked both events with either general ringing 
or a quarter peal.  
Linda Gittings did not organise her usual outing this year. 
The Branch May Day outing which was organised by deputy Sue Elliot was a good outing around the 
Fairford area, a total of 20 members attended. 
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In June I organised a "Walk n'ring" tour of the 4 Churches in Clevedon, the weather was perfect and 15 
people attended, it was also linked to a walking tour by Julie McDonnell in Sussex in which she was 
raising money for people needing stem cell treatment for leukaemia.  At each tower we rang "A Touch 
for Julie" and £90 was collected for her funds. 
In June it was the 90th Anniversary of the Queen which saw a great many peals and quarter peals 
being rung and general ringing liked to the website. 
 Our annual invitation in September to ring for the Choral Evensong at Gloucester Cathedral was 
attended by 14  people, the ringing included Grandsire Triples, Plain Hunting on 9, Rounds and Call 
changes, the standard of ringing was much better than of previous years.  
There were 2 new ringers who found the whole experience of ringing in a Cathedral and on 12 bells 
very rewarding. 
Linda Gittings invited everyone back to her house afterwards for a lovely tea. 
The October Peal and Quarter peal Festival has been a good one for our Branch, 12 quarter peals 
have been rung in 10 different towers, with a diverse range of methods. 
During the past year there were no towers that have specifically asked for any extra help on practice 
nights, so I put this down to the fact that our training days are doing exactly what they are designed for. 
I would like to thank everyone for your continued support and all those that have given their time and 
helped with training days and last but by no means least the continued support by my deputy Sue Elliot. 
Alan Coombs. 
Ringing Master 
 
Deputy 
Monday 2nd May 2016 
The day was bright and sunny as we commenced our day at Barnsley in the Cotswolds, before moving 
onto Coln St Aldwyns and then a short distance to Hatherop before lunch.  Unfortunately the weather 
turned lunchtime and so it was wet when we got to Fairford to ring from the choir stalls and a long 
draught. We then moved onto Ampney Crucis before finishing the day in sunshine  at Malmesbury 
Abbey detached bell tower, on a glorious evening, on probably the best bells of the day. Altogether 24 
ringers enjoyed the whole day with approx. 10 ringers joining us for a tower or two.  All the bells were 
nice and a good day was had by all.   
Sue Elliott 
 
Treasurer 
After my first year as Treasurer of Bristol Rural branch I am happy to report that the senior category of 
membership increased by 8 members compared to 2015. 
Membership 

 2015 2016 Variance 
Senior 69 77 +8 
Junior 12 10 -2 
Retired 76 76 0 
Associate 6 6 0 
Honorary Life 
Member 

3 3 0 

Total 166 172 +6 
 
Account balances remain healthy: 

the Business instant account at 31 October 2016 stands at £596.84 
the Treasurer’s account at 31 October 2016 has a balance of £139.53 
and the Virgin Money Charity Deposit Account stands at £524.18. 
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Last year we raised £1205.00 in subscriptions of which £1043.50 was paid to the branch, with £161.50 
retained by ourselves.  This income was boosted by Branch events which contributed £143.97, the 
most important event for fund raising being the Quiz Night, which with a raffle made £125.20.  
We have spent significantly from our funds this year.  We purchased the CCTV system from the sum 
left us by Alan Pidgeon the previous year, and we financed the Lichfield Mobile Belfry from our funds at 
a cost of £389.25.  Therefore, our balances now total £1260.55 compared with £2056.72 at the end of 
the previous financial year.  
Whilst income from subscriptions and Branch events is sufficient to cover normal operating costs 
should the Branch wish to finance such projects again then consideration will be needed to be given to 
more intensive fund raising.  
 
Lucy Bailey 
9 November 2016 
 
 
 
Secretary 
     You might as well read last year’s secretary report not a lot has changed. The Annual return     
     for the G & B annual report was completed, newsletter published 12 times, the web site kept   
     up-to-date, arrangements for the various branch events made, tower captains meeting, 
     striking competition, quiz night, BBQ, AGM, Combined meeting with Wotton Branch etc., Perhaps 
     the only real activity was installing the branch CCTV cameras on 12 occasions including out of 
     branch with our ringing master Alan Coombs. 
    Thus another year passes by for the branch. 
Tony York 
 
 MC Representative 
As your Management Committee (MC) Representative, I have once again attended the three MC 
meetings this year on your behalf, and I have just one matter to report. 
The MC has received a suggestion from a G&B member that the Tower Affiliation Fee should be 
increased from its present £10 to either £20 or £25. (The fee was last raised in 1994, and the full 
amount goes into the Belfry Repair Fund.) No formal proposal has been made as yet, and the MC won't 
discuss it until we meet again in March – prior to making a recommendation to the AGM in April. If 
you're wondering how your tower's PCC might react to such an increase, bear in mind that the member 
who made the suggestion was prompted by their own tower's PCC, which had recently benefitted from 
a Belfry Repair Fund grant and thought the current Tower Affiliation Fee was ridiculously good value for 
money! 
Martin Pearson, November 2016. 
 
7.  Branch officer Elections. 
      Before the elections took place the secretary asked if he might address the meeting, the Chairman 
      agreed to this request. 
      The Secretary said he would like to  thank  Gill and Chris Greef for the organisation of the Heritage 
      open weekend at Winterbourne in September as the occasion did not seem to arise during the 
      weekend itself (applause) He would also like to add thanks to Alan Coombs the Ringing Master who 
      spent almost the whole of the heritage weekend in Winterbourne tower demonstrating and giving 
      ringing instruction to visitors to the tower (applause), also Mary York who organised the supper  
      for the  combined branch meeting on the Heritage weekend evening.(applause) Finally again to 
      Alan for his  dedicated work during the year in running all the branch practices, organising many  
      quarters for  branch members, and especially for the Julie McDonald cancer charity, installing the  
      branch CCTV  cameras on 12 occasions throughout branch (applause) 
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Elections 
     The Chairman, Ringing Master, Treasurer, MC rep and Secretary were all willing to stand again. 
     The chairman suggested they be elected enbloc  
      Proposed Rosemary Morgan Seconded David Powell. 
      The officers were re-elected for a further year. 
      The Chairman introduced Rachel Parker who has agreed to take on the role of unelected Publicity 
      Officer for the branch the role Sue Liebow held for several years very successfully. 
      Steve crane the Twig for the Far West towers Filton, Almondsbury, Olveston, Thornbury, Alveston  
      and Tytherington wished to stand down.  
     The Chairman asked if there were any volunteers present, and well we had a volunteer, Matthew 
     Johnson said he would be happy to take on the role, Sur Elliot gave a brief description of what she  
     has to do and Matthew was happy to take on the role.  
     So Matthew Johnson means we have four Twigs again, thank you and welcome aboard. 
  

  
8.  New Members.  
      40 Years  
      Filton B.H.Goodliffe 1976 
      Warmley Mrs Myra Gibbs  1956 
      Syston (Mick)  Lewis 1956 
      New Members to elect  
      Almondsbury 
      Mr Nigel Walters Senior proposer Steve Crane 
      Filton 
      Mrs Linda Keeble  Retired Proposed by  David Haslum 
      Miss Lucy Tutton as a Junior Member                     “    “        “         “ 
      Wapley 
      Mrs Sally-Ann Bogie Senior Proposer Alan Coombs 
      Mrs Debbie Carter.  Senior Proposer Alan Coombs 
 
      Mangotsfield 
      Mr Martin Winter-Alsop Senior Proposer Alan Coombs 
      Mrs Lynda Winter-Alsop Senior Proposer Alan Coombs 
 
       Olveston 
       Mr Harry Pitcher Junior Proposer by Phillip Coward. 
       Warmley  
       Gloria Morgan Retired proposed by Derek Wilkins-Smith     
 
      Unattached 
      Jane Betteridge Retired  Proposed by Martin Pearson 
       
     The Chairman asked for a proposer and seconder, 
     Proposed Alan Coombs Seconded Sue Elliott 
     The new members were duly elected. 
           
9.   Association Matters. 
           The branch Members were happy to endorse the current association officers who willing to stand 
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again for further year. 
 
    The chairman said he had an email recently from the association about Belfry advisors, only  
     association appointed Belfry advisors are allowed to carry out inspections in association towers.  
    You     cannot say you are a Belfry advisor unless you have been appointed by the Association, only association 
     appointed advisors are allowed to carry out inspections in association towers on behalf of the organisation". The point is 
     that the association does not underwrite or provide insurance for an inspection unless it is carried out by an association 
     appointed advisor. This means we can't have branch appointed advisors (because there is no separate insurance). 
     However, all churches have insurance (I hope!) and this generally covers maintenance type work (cleaning, changing 
     light bulbs etc.) carried out by volunteers. The PCC can therefore insure against injury etc. whilst doing bell maintenance. 
     The purpose of the rules Winterbourne PCC signed onto was so they understand the scope of what is involved and also 
     so they sign on explicitly to such work being done. 

. 
     The branch were this year asked if we had any young ringers who might be interested in 
     becoming Belfry advisors, the branch suggested Matthew Johnson of Tytherington and Jon Storey 
    of  Mangotsfield, these two are currently being involved in inspections in towers throughout the 
   branch with association appointed advisors. 
 
     Linda Gittings said she had recently been at a branch AGM in Gloucester which had discussed the situation which might  
     occur in her tower. As they were ringing should a loud noise be heard from above, who is allowed to ascend the tower  
     and investigate? 
     After some discussion the branch Chairman suggested each tower ask its PCC to give permission for a competent ringer/ 
     ringers to ascend the tower with at least one other person for safety reasons to investigate the problem.   
 
10.  2017 Program. 
     The branch program was duly inspected with just a couple amendments to the proposed program  
      sent out by your committee. This will be sent out with the changes during the coming week asking 
      any tower which has any involvement in 2017 to let the secretary know you have put the activity on 
      the church calendar for those who have one. 
 
      During this discussion we discussed an AOB from Coalpit Heath tower.   
Looking at the timetable for the events in 2017 the branch striking competition falls only 2 weeks before 
the Croome Trophy competition, last year it was 3 weeks before.  It has been like this for a number of 
years now.  I know that last year Mangotsfield struggled to get a band together at short notice for the 
Croome Trophy.  It makes it very awkward for people to commit to the Croome Trophy competition at 
such short notice of 2 or 3 weeks if they win the branch competition, especially if they have busy social 
lives.  
Can I suggest that the branch competition be moved to take place in say June, July or August then this 
would give more than enough time for towers to arrange a band for the Croome Trophy as ringers will 
be less likely to have already booked up the date for something else. 
Keith Scudamore. 
     An interesting discussion took place involving a number of branch members putting the for’s and 
     against for moving the branch competition. The branch secretary gave the reasons why it was 
     moved to the time of year it is now back in 2003/4. 
    The chairman put the proposal to the meeting those in favour of moving the competition 9, those not 
     in favour of moving the competition 12 (considering there were over 40 at the meeting I do not know 
    what the rest thought) The striking competition will stay where it is but the committee will look at 
     ensuring there is more time between the branch and association competitions. 

       
11.  May Day Outing Area. 
       One suggestion was made “the Swindon area” the proposer will inform the deputy ringing  
       master of his preferred towers in the area and the deputy will try and arrange it. 
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12. Tower Expenditure/Work. 
       Almondsbury and Abson might be asking for grants. 
 
13.  Tower of the Year Competition. 
      Currently we have no tower putting itself forward for the branch submission. 
 
14.  Hold a Tower Captain Meeting. 
     This will be organised in late February or March 

15.  AOB. 
     Linda Gittings had to leave the meeting early, but left a note with an AOB which the chairman said 
      the branch committee would address re “Branch Communications” 
 
16.  Chairman closes the meeting. 
     The chairman thanked the members for attending the meeting and closed the meeting at 
     19.45  
 
          
 

 
 
                                                                                     
 
                                                                                       


