
Branch Training Day – 14 January
Did you miss it? Twenty four Branch
members (11 students and 13 helpers)
didn’t. They variously learnt to Treble Bob 
Hunt for the first time, rang a course or 
touch of Kent Treble Bob for the first time, 
or polished up on a  half-remembered 
method from times  past. We started at 
Olveston with a short classroom lesson led 
by our Ringing Master and then, because 
of our numbers, split into two groups
for ringing at both Olveston and 
Almondsbury. Great strides were made by 
all the students and it was no doubt useful 
as a reminder for some of the helpers too. 
I know of at least one tower where the 
learning  has been put into practice since 
then , so keep it up and don’t let the 
memory fade!
If you did miss the training, we plan to run 
three more training days across  the Branch
this year. Let your local ringing 
representatives know what you  would like 
to have the opportunity to practice – they
have been asked to make proposals to the 
Committee for the methods to be rung or 
other skills to be learned.
Finally, a big thank you to all Branch
members who helped to make this 
initial event in the 2006 Branch calendar 
such a success.
Chris Greef Branch Chairman

Above the Olveston students and helpers

Farcited Ringing February                 
Thursday February  2nd
14.30 -16.00
Winterbourne

Branch Ringing February
February 11th 
Branch Striking competition
Wapley starts 14.00
Refreshments available
Poster and information sent to all
tower representatives and branch
members whose email address I 
have
February 25th
Branch Practice 
Coalpit Heath 14.30 - 16.30
The practices are 2 hours now

Dyrham  
Feb 26th 17.15 - 18.00
As you probably know this tower has 
no ringers of its own, and we rely on 
other towers to help. If you are free
on the above date please come along.
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Farcited Christmas Outing to Oxford
Thursday the 1st of December was a 
wet and cold morning when we all
arrived at Coalpit heath Church for the
annual Farcited Christmas trip, this year
to the Oxford area. The coach with our
usual driver was already and waiting
and apart from a couple of late arrivals
we were away by 07.45.
We were in Oxford in plenty of time
for coffee but unfortunately we could
see North Hinksey tower on the other
side of the Oxford bypass and it took 
us a further 25 minutes to get to it.
Those who were desperate for their
coffee stayed on the coach and those
who were desperate to ring got off
to start ringing. The public house 
however for coffee was very near to
the Church. The coffee was all ready
with plenty of biscuits and was also
a very good price. So we had our 
coffee and wandered up to the 
church to ring. Back on the coach into
Oxford and dropped off the shoppers
who were with us including a number
of ringers. We then moved on to 
Marston a light six. Some quite 
spirited ringing was heard before it
was tome to head off to the Randolph
Hotel. Those people who enjoyed
the ‘Morse’ TV shows will have seen
the Randolph in those programs.
On arrival we made our way to the 
dining room for the Farcited Ringers
which was very festively decorated.
The only draw back was you needed
a mortgage to buy a pint of beer
someone was heard to say. 
The lunch was absolutely excellent,
there were plenty of crackers for your
funny hat, and whizzy balloons, as well
as party toys to be played with and
everyone joined in to make it a very
festive if somewhat noisy lunch.
Lunch over it was time for the afternoon
towers Cowley and Iffley. I am afraid
I cannot say much about the two towers
as I went shopping, not having been to
Oxford to see the shops for years and
always involved in ringing trips with no
time to see the shops. We had a cup
of tea in the middle of the shops and
returned to the coach pick up point 
where about the shoppers had cong-
regated. It was still raining and very
dark when we arrived back at Coalpit
Heath. It was a super day out, and an 
excellent Christmas lunch. 
Wynne keep up the good work.  

These and other pictures can be found
on the branch web site



G & B Annual Return 2006
All tower correspondents and unattached
members will have received the annual
return form by now. In fact the day I sent 
them out I had one unattached member’s
return and one tower return.
Just to restate we try to have all the 
returns in and processed by the G & B 
AGM which this year is in Swindon Branch
on April the 8th, we have almost s
succeeded in the past but always seem to 
have just one or two towers who do not 
make it. Tower Captains and tower 
correspondents please bring to the 
attention of tower members the Gift Aid 
Scheme. Rural Branch still has only 
33 members who have signed up for gift
Aid. We do have however 8 towers where
the subscription is paid by the PCC or out 
of tower funds. If you do have members 
who are tax payers and would like to 
complete a gift aid form as an individual 
or as a family you can obtain a form from 
the branch web site under branch affairs.

Its Humble pie time again!!!!
I am afraid I gave incorrect information
about the 5th of January Farcited
day out to Calne and Lyneham.
I was told at about 09.30 on the 5th
that the newsletter said Calne at
14.00. Wrong. Calne was at 11.00
and Lyneham at 14.15.
Sorry to those Farcited members
who may have gone to the wrong
tower.
I cannot say that I may not make
similar mistakes again, but will try not to. 

Branch Program 2006
I recently sent out the 2006
Branch Program, there are three
changes to make :-
The skittles match will be on Saturday 
11th March. 
The Branch Practice and BBQ will
be on May 20th not the 27th.
The 27th is a Bank Holiday
The Annual Carol Service will be on
the 16th of December not the 
9th of December.
Those are currently the only changes
I have been notified of. Thanks go to
all those who have confirmed their
program 2006 entry.

First Twig of Spring
During the Christmas holiday we had 
an informal get together of the middle 
mini branch - CH, FC, IA,W,F with the 
idea of getting to meet informally and 
scoff some cheese and test some 
wine. The turnout was rather 
disappointing numbers wise but it 
was a pleasant evening - we had 
enough grub to celebrate New Year 
too and I am still eating the leftovers. 
During the course of the evening we 
tried in vain to combine the initials of 
the villages to create an acronym, we 
then moved on the dedication with 
similar success. Finally someone 
came up with the idea that our mini-
branch was really just a twig - the 
small bit at the end of the branch. I 
guess this makes the mini branch a  
'Middle Twig' .... and the ringers 
should be twiglets!
The moral of this story is that you 
should go to all branch/twig events as
 if you don't you might end up being 
known as something brown and sticky.
 
Friday Night is ...
no longer 'Music Night', instead local
ringers are having an extra 8-bell 
practice on the third Friday of each 
month. These have historically been 
held at Chipping Sodbury courtesy of
the Chipping Sodbury ringers and aim
at some lighthearted opportunities to try 
something different.  This first practice 
of 2006 was held in January with 
methods as requested by those 
present - plain bob, Grandsire, Stedman, 
even Cambridge minor. Of the dozen 
or so 8-bell adventurers, nearly all
(including myself) come from 6 bell 
towers - so this a great opportunity to 
try higher numbers.
 
If you want to join us at future 
practices just turn up at 7:30 PM 
THIRD FRIDAY ONLY. For the time 
being there aren't any special methods,
although there may be calls in the 
Stedman next month. 
PS if you are already an accomplished 
8-bell expert why not come and help 
out?
 
Gary S. Crisp  Middle twig rep and
Deputy Ringing Master

The Ringing Master Writes
The Branch Striking Competition is at
Wapley on 11th February, and if you 
haven't entered one before, you might
think that it's not for you. You might 
think it's just intended for "posh" and 
very experienced ringers, or you 
might be worried that you won't be 
good enough or that the judge will 
say hurtful things about your ringing. 
Not a bit of it! 
The judge this year will be an 
extremely nice woman - Rachel Coates 
from Gloucester Cathedral - who spends
huge amounts of time teaching and
helping inexperienced ringers, and who
has promised only to say nice things 
about absolutely everyone. 
The other teams entering will all be 
made up of people just like you. They'll 
be people who know there are many 
better ringers somewhere or other but
who are nonetheless doing their best 
to ring as well as they can, Sunday by 
Sunday, as the weeks go by. And 
because this is the Bristol Rural Branch
everyone will be wishing everyone else
luck, and everyone will be really pleased
if the other teams ring well. 
And what will you get out of it? 
Well, every team that enters will get a 
framed, illuminated certificate to hang 
on their ringing room wall, and the band
that has the most fun and gives the 
most encouragement to everyone else,
will also get a genuine full size, oak 
and brass warming pan to hang next to 
their certificate! They'll get to keep it 
forever too! 
Of course, one of the bands will even 
get to win - because in competitions one
band normally does - but that's all a bit 
secondary. The most important thing will
be to ring as well as you personally can -
nerves and tension permitting - but to 
have a great afternoon at the same time.
The bells will be superb, the church will 
be warm, the food will be magnificent, 
and the company will be everything you 
could possibly wish for.
So the message is: no matter how 
experienced or inexperienced you are,
come along. Absolutely everyone will be
welcome. If you can't make up a whole 
team from your own tower, just join  up 
with other towers, or come  along by 
yourself and we'll sort out some more 
teams on the day. It promises to be 
another splendid afternoon and I look 
forward to seeing you there.
Steve Coleman
Branch Ringing Master

Marston

One of the towers on the Farcited
Christmas outing to Oxford

Help is required both at Cirencester
and Tewkesbury on the G & B
Training day, if you can help let
Steve Coleman the  Ringing Master
know or email Julie Miles
juliemiles@fsmail.net


