
after! a further eight  gives £15.00 if 
they ring before and after and  £10.00 
if they only ring after!
Of the six bell towers  it varies from 
£135 to £67.00 . The £67.00 seems a 
strange amount but the tower ringers 
do not take any money, only visiting 
ringers or helpers  receive £10.00.
One six bell tower receives the same 
amount as the eight bell towers and , 
pays £15.00 and only rings after!  
I think I could summarise and say that 
£15.00 is perhaps the norm at 
present.
This might be a discussion point for 
this years AGM , but it is I am sure up 
to individual towers to negotiate with 
the PCC dependant upon their views. 
Editor                                                  

     The Autumn Training Day
       - Saturday 11th October - 
As in previous years, the course will 
be based at Wotton-under-Edge and 
will be using towers in the surround-
ing area.  The course details will also 
be on the G & B website and applica-
tions can be made on-line or by post.  
However, please circulate this infor-
mation directly to all the towers in 
your Branch because not everybody 
looks at the website. 
Please note that enrolments should 
be made as soon as possible and in 
any case, no later than Monday 15th 
September. 
Thank you for your help. 
Chris & Gill Greef                                  

           
      Farcited  August 7th
  Two Towers and a Pub Lunch.
11 am-12 noon Morton Valence. St. 
Stephen. 6.11 cwt. 162 

   What’s Happening this Month
Farcited Thursday, 7th August
Two towers and a pub Lunch.
See newsletter article!
Branch Ringing 
 
August 9th 
Mini Outing 
See Poster attached.

No Branch Practice in August

September Ringing  
September 6th Ringing Roadshow New-
bury Race Course see newsletter entry

6th Training Day TBA Saturday
21st Gloucester Cathedral (Sunday) 
13.30- 15.00 Gloucester Cathedral
Full details in the September Newsletter, 
see newsletter entry!

27th Branch Practice
19.00 -21.00 Olveston

Chipping Sodbury Ringing
The 3rd Friday 19.30 - 21.00

                    Wedding Fees
A couple of weeks ago I asked tower cor-
respondents if the would share information 
on their tower fees for weddings. Thank-
you to the fifteen towers who kindly re-
sponded. I do not intend to list  the results 
but just give an overview of currently hap-
pens in the branch, obviously some of you 
may recognise the figures as you perhaps 
help out at various towers around the 
branch.
I think we should probably recognise that 
eight bell towers might receive more than a 
six bell tower, that is if they ring all eight for 
a wedding!
The highest amount received was £150 an 
eight bell tower and they ring before and 
after £15.00 each. However another eight 
bell tower receives £135 and only ring 

SO.780097.GL2 8EY
Lunch 12 noon-2 pm. The Whitmin-
ster Inn. Whitminster. Menu will be 
available on the day!
2-3 pm. Whitminster. St. Andrew. 
6.11 cwt. GF. 162 SO.760091. GL2 
7PN
The Whitminster Inn menu’s can be 
found at 
www.whitminsterinn.co.uk
There is a lunch time menu look un-
der “food and drink” and a midweek 
Carvery                                             

   Ringing Road Show by Coach
There are or were 20 seats  going 
spare on a coach to the New-
bury road show,  He can pick up  
by Warmley Church at 09.00 to 
arrive at Newbury at around 
10.30,    This offer is open to any 
one in the Branch on a first 
come first served basis. 
The cost is £11 for the return 
coach fare, and £10 entrance 
fee, (its £12 at the gate on the 
day without prior  booking)
Advance payment is required.
telephone  01761  471 686
mobile        07946 466 907
or  email       
robert.perry1@hotmail.com  
Road show poster attached
Robert Perry  and Alan Coombs                   

         Gloucester  Cathedral
        Sunday  21st September
Early warning, if you let us know 
you will be at Gloucester  on the 
21st Sept, there is the possibility of a 
cream tea following the ringing.
Now there is an offer you cannot 
refuse?                                         
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     The 2014 Practice and BBQ
This years bbq was held at Winter-
bourne with the ringing in the Winter-
bourne tower and the festivities in the 
near bye ancient Barn which has roof 
beams dating back I think I heard to the 
1300’s
The practice and bbq was this years 
combined event with Wotton branch 
and it seems we had quite a large  
contingent from Wotton which was 
good to see.
As Saturday the 19th of July dawned it 
seemed as if we really had chosen a 
really poor day for a bbq. After the 
brilliant weather of the previous week 
Friday night an most of Saturday as you 
all know was horrendous. Thunder an 
lightening all Friday night and Saturday 
until around 16.00 when it brightened 
up, the sun came out and we had a 
glorious evening for a bbq.
Our chef’s for the event were Chris 
Greef and Adrian Gittings assisted by 
Jill and Linda over the evening, who 
were there quite early in fact even be-
fore the rain had stopped. The bbq’s 
were alight and as one person said 
sending smoke signals across the Sev-
ern estuary, all was well in the end 
apart from Adrian’s woodworking tres-
tles one of which decided it did not like 
the heat of the fire above and started to 

melt it was made of plas-
tic. This was soon re-
moved and replaced 
with a pile of bricks! At 
the same time Mary 
York and Sheila Lewis 
had set up the drinks 
table for non alcoholic 
beverages which was  
well used throughout the 
evening.
All this time the bells had 
been ringing out for the 
joint practice under the 
eye of Bill Liebow our 
ringing master.
At 17.00 when already 
quite a few people had 
arrived the bells stopped 
ringing and they all re-
paired to the barn.
There are several pic-
tures of the barn on the 

web site which I took on the day includ-
ing a hurdler if that’s the word making 
willow hurdles.
By this time there was a smell of food 
coming from the chef’s area and people 
started to collect their bun’s and burg-
ers .It was a good job it was fine be-
cause the chef’s were on one side of 
the yard and all the trimmings were on 
the other in the entrance to the barn. 
We had a good selection of salads etc., 
which had were donated by the mem-
bers who were present at the event. 
There were tables in the barn to sit at to 
eat but most people present sat out in 
the yard and passed the time of day 
with people they perhaps only see oc-
casionally at branch events. There was 
plenty of food available for the whole 
evening although some late comers 
were perhaps limited for choice. During 
the evening when people were almost 
finished eating and the Chef’s had a 
few spare moments our Chairman 
Chris Greef introduced Julia Crane, she 
was made a junior member of the Asso-
ciation, presented with a certificate of 
membership and an association badge. 
Which is a tradition in Rural Branch The 
picture above is Chris in his Chef’s 
outfit presenting the association badge, 
Julia had a choice of red or blue, I do 
not know which she chose .

The talking eating and drinking went 
on including the absolutely splendid 
sweets and puddings people had 
brought along until after 19.00 when 
people started to melt away.
I think we had a great event there 
were between 70 and 80 people  at 
the event including a good contingent 
from Wotton branch with the weather 
joining in to help after a miserable day.
Thanks have to be given to Adrian, 
Linda, Chris,  Gill,  Mary and Sheila 
plus every one who brought along  a 
salad or a sweet or a pudding which 
made it a special event. We all en-
joyed the alcoholic jelly by guess who!
Winterbourne Barn is owned by South 
Gloucestershire Council and is man-
aged by a trust of local people who are 
always short of money for mainte-
nance etc., the branch gave a dona-
tion of £100.00 to the trust out of the 
donations received.
So well done again everyone who 
helped on the day and came along 
and supported an annual branch 
event.
The Editor                                          

As I quite often say input/articles from 
towers, tower captains, tower corre-
spondents  and tower members is 
always welcome!
If you have an outing an event/activity 
in your tower I am sure all our other 
tower members in the branch would 
be very interested in hearing about it 
and getting ideas for their own events.
Also it helps me as editor to have an 
interesting lot of information for you all 
and not having to make it up on my 
own every month.



Bristol Rural Branch Mini Outing and Picnic
9th August 2014

This outing is for families and ringers of all ages

 Leigh on Mendip 6  12-1-5
 15.00 – 15.45               
 BA3 5QJ / ST692472

  Doulting Beacon, Knapps Farm
 12  0-0-16  16.00 – 16.45         

      BA4 4LA / ST651458

Picnic – Collett Park, Shepton Mallet         
17.00 – 18.30 (Please bring own food)

 Paulton  6  8-2-24  
 19.00 – 19.45           
 BS39 7LG / ST649565

A charge will be made to cover tower donations




