
Editor’s Note
About 18 months ago, we had water running down into
Winterbourne church after a particularly wet and windy
winter storm. Investigation revealed that the wind had
driven the rain in through the louvres by the bells and
the water had then found its way down the walls of the
ringing chamber and into the church. To combat this
problem, we have bought ‘Galebreaker’ to fix inside the
louvres. Galebreaker is a very tough plastic sheet with
small perforations usually used for agricultural barns, but
recommended to us by Malcolm Taylor, our G&B bell
advisor. We are now installing the sheeting and the hope
is that we will get no more water in the tower and also
less general muck and debris blown in from birds nesting
on the louvres outside the existing wire netting.

Chris Greef

Kelston Ringing
There will be NO practice meeting at Kelston on 2nd
September. We will re-group in October.

Kelston will be holding their Village Fete on Monday 28th
August (Bank Holiday) Our cameras system will be
installed in the belfry and I will be holding a Tower Open
day. If you are free please pop along for a day of family
fun.

Alan Coombs

Chipping Sodbury Ringing
As from July the 3rd Friday practice at Chipping Sodbury
will start at 7pm to give extra time for all the ringers at
this popular practice. The practice covers the full range
of Triples, Plain Major and Surprise Major methods, to
suit whoever is attending.

BMW Practice
Some months ago, Bitton, Mangotsfield and Warmley
decided to run a monthly joint practice to get their bands
more familiar with 8 bell ringing. If you want to get
yourself into 8 bell ringing but you are a bit nervous
about going to one of the 8 bell practices where you
might come across Surprise Major, why don’t you give
the BMW practice a go?

Minor Method Ringing
Do we need more opportunities to ring Minor methods in
the Branch? This question occurred to me after a chat in
the pub following an 8 bell practice. We now have
available to us a good range of 8 bell practices covering
the full ability range from the basics to Surprise Major,
but we offer very little to improve 6 bell (Minor) ringing.
Most of our 6 bell practices focus very largely on Doubles
methods. This is fair, reflecting the needs of most of the
ringers, but I wonder whether there are some ringers
who would relish the opportunity to have a go at Bob
Minor for a start. Let me know what you think.

PS There is a joint monthly practice at Cromhall which
focuses on Surprise Minor methods, so if this is what you
want I’ll put you in touch with Peggy Collett from
Cromhall.

Chris Greef

Joint Social with Wotton Branch Ringers
The event will take place on Saturday 26th August, and
be based in Wotton-under-Edge. The sequence of
events will be as follows:

From 2pm to 4:30, tea will be served in St Mary's. Please
feel free to come at any time. (This will be hosted by St
Mary's, as part of their reordering fundraising drive.)

Between 4pm and 5:30, there will be open ringing at St
Mary's.

At 5:30, there will be a self-guided walking tour of
Wotton, visiting many of the historic and interesting
points of this medieval market town.

From 7pm we'll be hosting a buffet supper in The Star
Inn, in Market Street.

There is limited parking at St Mary's (GL12 7LS), though
there is a certain amount of parking in adjacent streets,
and in Potters Pond (GL12 7HF). For The Star (GL12 7AE),
there is free parking in The Chipping (GL12 7AD).
However, the walking tour should take us from the
church to the pub.

Website: www.bristolrural.co.uk email:bristolrural@bristolrural.co.uk
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1 Far-cited outing 3rd August Mendip
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Methods Rung at Branch Practice
The June practice meeting at Thornbury was attended by
10 members. The methods rung were Stedman Triples,
Grandsire Triples, St Simons Bob Triples, Plain Bob Major,
College Bob Major, Kent TB Major and Plain Hunt on 8.
Thanks to all those who came along.

Alan Coombs

Ringing achievements in the last month
Notable firsts and milestones:

Westbury-on-Trym - 5040 Plain Bob Doubles - first peal
for Lucy Bailey and Phil Quartly

Frenchay - 1260 Grandsire Doubles - first quarter for
Catherine Newey

Mangotsfield - 1344 Little Bob Major - first in method for
Rachel Parker

Kelston - 1260 Grandsire Doubles - 200th quarter peal for
Gill Greef

plus six other quarter peals, at Frampton Cotterell,
Wapley (2), Warmley, Westerleigh and Winterbourne.

From the Ringing World - June 2017

For many years CCCBR has held annual liaison meetings
with representatives of the Ecclesiastical Insurance
Group. EIG insures a large majority of churches with
bells, though it is not the only such insurer. These
meetings aim to develop and maintain constructive
dialogue with regard to health and safety in bell towers,
minimising and mitigating risk in bell towers, and other
matters relating to good stewardship of bells and
bellringers. The most recent meeting was in April 2017.
Key areas of discussion were as follows:

Tower Open Days and "things to ring for"

As in most years, there are plenty of "things to ring for"
in 2017, such as the BBC's Music Day, Children in Need,
Heritage Open Days, Remembrance and more.
Organisers of these events are encouraging as much
ringing as possible. EIG is completely supportive of these
initiatives, whilst at the same time exhorting ringers to
take a practical approach to risk and Health & Safety.
Where bells have been out of use for any length of time,
do please take sensible precautions to ensure that the
bells are ringable, and there is no risk of personal injury
or damage to bells, frames or the church building.

If opening up a tower to members of the public, do
please conduct risk assessments (examples available on
the CCCBR website).

In terms of WWI commemorations, EIG is aware that
some churches are being approached by the British
Legion and similar organisations to set up beacons on

towers. EIG has published advice regarding this, which is
available on their website:

https://www.ecclesiastical.com/churchmatters/images/
church-tower-beacon-advice.pdf

Incidents

Accidents - there have been three anecdotal reports of
injuries during 2016, but none has progressed to become
a claim. By comparison to other claims, such as "slips,
trips and falls" this represents a very low incidence of
safety issues. EIG reiterates its appreciation for the
culture of safety demonstrated by tower captains and
evident in belltowers.

Metal theft - EIG reports that metal theft is on the
increase again, and that they are receiving 10-15 metal
theft claims per week. They encourage all ringers to
remain vigilant as we pursue our craft.

Bell tower evacuation protocols

Following some excellent articles in The Ringing World, it
was noted that some towers have well-drilled and well
understood evacuation protocols. Tower captains are
encouraged to have a clear evacuation plan, with key
points clearly visible in the ringing room.

General

It is important to note that EIG works very hard to
maintain a "common sense" approach to risk, striving to
be an "enabler" of ringing, rather than be obstructive. If
every tower captain, incumbent or PCC has any doubt
about any matter related to insurance, health and safety
and bells, it is usually helpful to contact the Ecclesiastical
Churches Team or use their new "Risk Advice Phone
Line":

churches@ecclesiastical.com 0345 777 3322

All in all it was a positive meeting, and the group is
scheduled to re-convene in April 2018.

We encourage all bellringers to familiarise themselves
with the very useful Guidance Notes published by the
CCCBR Tower Stewardship Committee. Latest versions
can be found here:

https://cccbr.org.uk/services/tower-stewardship

Christopher O’Mahoney, President, CCCBR



What's on this month in the Branch

FarCited Ringing
3-8-17

10.30-11.15 Leigh on Mendip St. Giles 6 (12cwt) BA3 5QJ ST692472 183
12-12.45 Binegar Holy Trinity 6( 8cwt) GF BA3 4UQ ST615494
1200 - 2.30 Lunch Venue/Menu to Follow
2.30-3.15 East Harptree St.Laurence 6 (14cwt) BS40 6BD ST545559

Branch Ringing
8 Bell Practice
19th August
Mangotsfield 10.00 - 11.30

19th Branch Practice
14.30 - 16.30 Dyrham followed by a Cream Tea and cake see poster

http://www.bristolrural.co.uk/Posters/2017/Dyrham%20Cream%20Tea%202017%20August.pdf

Joint Meeting with Wotton Branch
26th August see poster http://www.bristolrural.co.uk/Posters/2017/wotton%20poster.pdf

Kelston Ringing
5th August 1st Saturday 14.00 - 16.00

Chipping Sodbury Ringing
Third Friday 19.00 - 21.00  Unless notified differently

The Branch CCTV cameras
Kelston Village Fete
Monday 28th August Bank Holiday

Notice Board
Bristol Rural Branch August 2017

Ajy aug 2017web site www.bristolrural.uk email: bristolrural@bristolrural.co.uk (Any errors please let me know)



Bristol Rural Branch
Branch Practice at

Dyrham
14.00 - 16.00
followed by a
Cream Tea

and cake

Saturday 19th August



Bristol Rural Branch
and Wotton Branch
combined meeting

26th August

From 2pm to 4:30, tea will be served in St
Mary's. Please feel free to come at any

time. (This will be hosted by
St Mary's, as part of their

reordering fundraising drive.)
Between 4pm and 5:30, there will be
open ringing at St Mary's.
At 5:30, there will be a self-guided walking

tour of Wotton, visiting many of the
historic and
interesting points of
this medieval
market town.
From 7pm we'll be
hosting a buffet

supper in “The Star Inn” in Market Street
There is limited parking at St Mary's

(GL12 7LS), though there is a certain
amount of parking in adjacent streets, and
in Potters Pond (GL12 7HF)
For The Star (GL12 7AE), there is free
parking in The Chipping (GL12 7AD).
However, the walking tour should take us
from the church to the pub.

If you need any further information, please
contact either Ian 01453 549229, or Anita.
01454 416680

ajy july 17


