
Editor’s Note
Apologies for the late arrival of this Newsletter, we were
away on holiday on the Isle of Purbeck. However, whilst
away we did manage to ring at tower practices at Corfe
Castle (6), Swanage (8) and Wareham (10). All the
practices were well attended (admittedly including a
number of visitors besides ourselves) and the standard of
ringing was pretty good too. The band at Corfe was
particularly noteworthy, having all learnt to ring since
1998 when the bells were rehung. The teaching
approach there is to get learners to plain hunt on a single
tied bell, (ie. they have to imagine the other bells ringing
around them) before they ring open bells. It may seem
an unusual approach but the striking there was
exceptional even for ringers at a novice stage.
Something for us to note?

Chris Greef

Mangotsfield Open Day – Saturday 10th June

A message from Alan Coombs:
We had a really successful day, thanks to all who helped
in every way, and we as a Tower Band are grateful to all
those people who lent us items of interest to go on our
stalls, which was run by Mike and Clive. Let’s hope we get
some new ringers with all the seeds we have sown.

Far-cited Outing – Thursday 1st June
A lovely summer’s day in Wiltshire saw the far-cited
ringers meeting at Christchurch, Bradford on Avon. This
was a 12 cwt eight. From there we travelled to
the
intriguingly named Wilderness ring. It turned out not to
require machetes to hack through the undergrowth, nor
guns to protect against wild animals, but was a 2 quarters
21 pound garage eight in a road called The Wilderness. As
always, some people found the light bells tricky but they
nevertheless enjoyed the experience. After an excellent
lunch at The New Inn in Westwood (highly
recommended) we rang the adjacent six at St. Mary’s,
and enjoyed the afternoon sunshine and the views across
the valley to the Downs above Westbury and

Dyrham Training Day – Saturday 3rd June
This was a Branch training session on Grandsire Doubles,
run by our ringing master Alan Coombs. 5 students and 7
helpers signed up, although the numbers turning up on
the day was slightly different. Alan sends his thanks and a
pat on the back to everyone who came, either helping or
learning. He thought the whole exercise went very well,
but he is keen to hear of constructive improvements for
the future and suggestions for the next training day.
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The Wilderness Ring, Bradford on Avon

Display at the Open Day



Practice Night with a Difference
Tuesday practice night at Frampton Cotterell and all is
going well when suddenly from above a dull thud and the
tenor goes silent apart from a slight ting! Our Tower
Captain Gary, youngest ringer Charlie and Alan the
Branch ringing master who was visiting and ringing the
tenor at the time found the clapper minus the ball! I
think our tower captain was somewhat perturbed by this,
commenting that he did not know how to fix it. He is an
engineer with a lot of skill and facilities available to him,
and in the past nothing has phased him, but he was I
think genuinely worried by the situation.

The remaining bit of the clapper was removed for
discussion and consideration and by Friday the clapper
was on its way to Taylor's. Sunday service ringing and the
following Tuesday practice were rung on five and by the
following Friday a new clapper was on its way back from
Loughborough. It arrived on Monday quite late in the day
so was collected and left overnight in the back of the
Morris Minor traveller. The following day was one of the
recent very warm days so it was decided we would
replace the clapper prior to the Tuesday evening practice
when it had cooled down a bit. Three of us, Charlie, Alan
and myself arrived prior to practice (Gary was away
working in Germany at the time). Alan picked up the new
clapper in the back of the traveller and nearly had a
serious burn, it was extremely hot from being in the back
of the car all day. We all then ascended the tower, the
bells had been let down earlier in the day. Alan was the
nominated man for crawling under the tenor with the
clapper and feeding it up through the square so we could
put on the castle and locking nuts. This duly completed
we waited for the practice to start as the ringing room
was very warm, and when sufficient ringers had arrived
the bells were raised with the tenor sounding itself again.

Credit goes to our tower captain Gary for the
arrangements for replacing the clapper, and to Taylor's
for their response time for a new clapper, all completed
in one week including delivery.

Tony York

Methods rung at recent Branch practices
Something for everyone, give it a go if you don’t attend.
You will get to ring something relevant to you. The
methods rung are always chosen to suit attendees, so the
list below reflects what the ringers attending wanted:

February at Almondsbury - Yorkshire Surprise Major,
Cambridge Surprise Major, Double Norwich, Bob Triples,
Grandsire Triples, Stedman Triples, Bob Doubles, Plain
Hunt, Call changes. 16 attended.

April at Wapley. - Stedman, Grandsire, St Nicholas, St
Martin’s, St Simon’s, Bob Minor, All Saints. 7 attended.

May at Syston - Call changes. 5 attended.

Quarter peals in the last month
6 Doubles at Kelston for ‘We Stand with Manchester’
Alamein Surprise Minor at Cromhall for ‘We Stand with
Manchester’
Grandsire Doubles at Wapley in memory of Charles
Ambrose Pearse, who died in WWI
Mixed Doubles at Tytherington
Grandsire Doubles at Kelston, for Lynda Winter-Alsop’s
50th birthday
Mixed Doubles at Westerleigh, in memory of Maurice
Derrick
Little Bob Major at Mangotsfield, in memory of the
victims of Grenfell Tower
Grandsire Doubles at Kelston, first inside for Sheila Lewis
Plain Bob Doubles at Mangotsfield, for Fathers’ Day
3 Doubles at Wapley, for Patronal Festival

Frampton’s broken clapper ball
& what was left inside the bell



What's on this month in the Branch

FarCited Ringing
Thursday 6-7-17
10.30-11.15 Bromsberrow St. Mary 6 (7 cwt) GF HR8 1RW SO742336
11.30-12.15 Dymock Holy Trinity 6 (16 cwt) (T) GL182AG SO700312
1.00 - 2.30 Lunch Venue/Menu to follow
2.30-3.15 Redmarley D'Abitot St. Bartholomew 6 (10 cwt) GL19 3JS SO752313

Branch Ringing

8 Bell Practice
15th July
Bitton 10.00 - 11.30

22nd Branch Practice
19.00 -21.00 Coalpit Heath

Kelston Ringing
1st July 1st Saturday 14.00 - 16.00

Chipping Sodbury Ringing
Third Friday 19.30 - 21.00 Unless notified differently

The Branch CCTV cameras will be at Frenchay on the
Saturday 15th for an Open afternoon.
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