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2006Branch Training Day – 22 April

Our first training day this year, back in 
January, focused on Treble Bob 
methods and was therefore suited to 
ringers with a fair amount of experience. 
This time we decided to do a session for 
ringers in the early stages of  their 
ringing. Plain Hunting and Plain Bob 
Doubles were the methods and seven 
Students  plus ten helpers turned up 
at Frenchay for a morning session. 
Steve Coleman started by  explaining 
some of the things to be aware of 
when trying to hunt a bell up and down 
in time (for instance, every ringer will 
tell you that you  have to pull the bell in
 when hunting down to the front, but did
you know that you have to  pull in a bit 
more at the back strokes, and why?). 
Gary Crisp ran a parallel classroom 
session for the students moving on to 
Plain Bob Doubles and then all had 
plenty of opportunity to put their 
earning into practice. Thanks to the 
students, helpers and Edna Cause, 
who opened the tower and then kept 
all lubricated with tea and coffee 
during the morning. The next training 
day is at Abson on September 9th. 
Please let your local ringing rep or
any member of the Branch committee 
know if there is a particular method 
you would like to have rung.
Chris Greef Branch Chairperson

Headlines   http//:www.bristolrural.co.uk
1. Branch Meeting and BBQ Abson
2.  Branch Program Changes please see latest issue of the program issue 3
3.  Ken Weeks
4.   Items to be raised at Meeting and BBQ at Abson in writing please.

The Ringing Master Writes 
Have you been to one of the Branch 
Training Days this Year? Quite possibly, 
because there have been two so far, and 
they've both been absolutely splendid. I 
counted 23 people at the Plain Hunt and 
Bob Doubles Day a week ago, and there 
were even more at the Kent Minor and 
Major Day in January. There were lots of 
experienced ringers on hand and lots of 
students at all different stages.  And that's 
the  great thing about the Days. If you're a 
student you get lots of help and encourag-
ement, and if  you're an "expert" you get 
to share in a great atmosphere with lots of 
ringing and lots of chat too. At the end of 
the morning you come away with a 
splendid feeling of a thoroughly satisfying
and productive time spent with friends. 
The administrative arrangements are in
the ever-capable hands of our Chairman, 
Chris Greef, and he takes soundings 
before deciding what the subject of each 
Training Day is going to be. There are two
more days  to come, and their dates and 
venues are in the Branch Programme. If 
you'd like a particular method or ringing 
skill to be included, just give Chris a ring. 
But whether you ring him or not, do sign 
up to come on the  next one when the 
details are announced. I guarantee you 
won't regret it, and I look forward to 
seeing you there. 
Steve Coleman
Students in session at Frenchay on the
training day, there are several more 
pictures on the branch web.      Ken Weeks

As I said last  month Derek Wilkins-Smith
 s putting together a plan to a place a 
Bench at Blagdon lake one of Ken’s
 avourite places.
A couple of towers have already 
contributed to this,  the  contributions to 
Bill and Rita Lampard who are willing to 
act as collector's of contributions and 
pass them on to the Wilkins-Smiths. If 
however you are making out a check 
please make it payable to Clare Wilkins-
Smith.  

Farcited Ringing May
10.45 - 12.00 Stowey
12.30 - 14.00 Lunch
Hunters Rest Clutton
14.15 - 14.55 Clutton
Only 40 min's allowed
Tea will be served after ringing
Branch Ringing May
Saturday 20th May
Branch Practice and BBQ
Abson
15.30 - 17.30 Ringing
17.30 on BBQ at Collins farm
Thanks to Peter and Mary Taylor
and Family.
Time will be made to enrole any
new members and any items that
branch members would like to
raise. This must be in writing to
the Chairman or Secretary prior
to the start of the meeting.
Mary Taylor is organising the 
catering and any one who would
like to make a salad, along with
the tower numbers of people who
will be attending the event please
ring Mary on 01179 372929
It is interesting that the picture
over is at Abson fifty-one
years ago.

 From Steeplekeeper
Should you be unlucky enough to have a 
broken stay to replace, carefully remove 
the parts and and reassemble. Remains 
of Hastings stays can be difficult to get out,
try driving upwards using a lever or punch 
through the fixing bolt holes. Alternatively 
insert the largest and longest coach screw 
possible into the broken stump and use a 
crowbar against the head to lever the 
stump out. As a final resort use a long drill 
bit to create a slot across the stump 
causing it to work loose. Once removed 
you will need to chisel out the centre part 
of the break so that the edges will meet 
as if unbroken. Using this pattern make a 
drawing for future reference (having this 
drawing may act as a talisman and 
ensure that another replacement stay is 
never needed!) Your local friendly sawmill 
will often rough cut a stay (or slider) 
for under £10.00- saving your time 
with the handsaw and plane. Why not 
get a spare whilst you are there in case 
the worst should happen again. 
PS don’t forget to apply a good wood
treatment and when replaced get some 

one to ring the bell up very  slowly 
and check for any unintended 
contact.



Dyrham log Jam
Recently a group of us went to Dyrham
to ring for evening service, we raised 
the bells all but the third which did not 
seem to want to go up. Sandi Hardwick
tried to pull it up and it would swing but
would not go anywhere. So out came 
the ladder and up into the bells after
bringing down the tenor to make it safe,,
what did we find, well the crows had
broken the mesh on one of the 
windows and built a nest in the corner.
The problem was it was not just a nest
the whole corner behind the third was 
full of stick about seven feet deep.
A couple of days later Alan Pidgeon,
myself and Martin Pearson went along
to remove the stick and mess and
rewire the broken window mesh. It took
us 5 minutes to mend the window 
mesh and over two hours to remove 
the stick the birds had brought in.
The moral at this time of year must be
check the window coverings on a 
regular basis to stop the birds getting 
in or expect to have to do some work
to clear up the mess.
Tony York.

There are a couple of changes on the
Rural Branch program which you 
should all be made aware of
The changes have come about
 because the program was late being
published this year and towers and
church staff can not fit us in.
Will tower correspondents please print
the latest program issue 3.
Branch Secretary

I am sorry this issue of the 
newsletter is late but we are away.
Branch Secretary

This picture has hung in Abson Tower  for many years, as you can
see there are a couple of people who are not known, the problem
is if we we do not find who they are soon it will be too late.
A couple on their are Brian Angel and his brother David and
also Rita Lampard who was Rita Webb.


