
Farcited  4th April
11.00 am -12 noon  Tibberton  5 
12.00 - 14.00 lunch 
The Red Lion, Huntley TBC
14.00 - 15.00 Huntley  6 
Branch Activities
April
2nd Training day Tuesday evening
23rd St Georges Day
See below for proposed program
27th Branch Practice 
Tytherington 19.00 21.00

May
May 6th Mayday Outing
11th Training Day TBA Saturday
May 18th
The Frampton 50
 Branch Practice
Frampton Cotterell
50 years since the re-hang in 1963 
celebrations Frampton Cotterell
Chipping Sodbury Ringing
3rd Friday
19.30 - 21.00
Association Matters
13th G and B AGM Penn and Croome 
Trophies (Tewkesbury Branch)

       Abson Ringing Again
After many months of forced absence 
due to so say building work to install a 

Toilet (very 
welcome) and 
a kitchen area 
ringing will 
commence 
again on 

 Wednesday the 3rd of April at 10.00. 
                All very welcome

      St Georges Day  Day out
                 The program
09.15 – 10.00 Dyrham 
10.15 – 11.15 Syston (starting 
with morning coffee) – Toilets
11.30 – 12.15 Warmley (to be 
confirmed)
12.30 – 14.00 Lunch
14.15 – 15.15 Abson (followed 
by afternoon tea) – Toilets
15.30 – 16.15 Wapley (TBC)                    
 Mangotsfield Ringing

I have been informed by Alan Coombs a 
Mangotsfield ringer that they currently 
have problems with the spire and ringing 
will be suspended until the problems are 
sorted out!
In the mean time ringing will be at Wapley 
on Wednesday evening, and from the 3rd 
of April it will be at St Ambrose Whitehall 
Bristol on Wednesday evenings until fur-
ther notice                                                 !                    
           The Dyrham 5th
In January  I printed information about the 
16th century  bell at Dyrham. Adrian Git-
tings and myself spent an interesting after-
noon crawling around in the Dyrham bells. 
Adrian taking pictures of the information 
on the bell. In fact he actually took 64 pic-
tures and we sent 16 on to Mike Baron.
I have printed just one here, the rest can be 
seen on the web site under Dyrham pic-
tures. We believe there are 7 churches with 

.

      April
       2013

Published on the 4th 
Saturday each month

 1304
    No 194

Information for the next news letter the  
Tuesday prior to the 4th Saturday

Headlines        http//:www.bristolrural.co.uk 
1. St Georges Day Will your tower  ring on Tuesday April 23rd?
 and please do not forget the St Georges day out, details below 
2.  May Day Outing, put Monday May 6th in your diary

this marking in Gloucestershire and one in 
Wiltshire Nettleton, of the 16 in the UK. 
The seven in Gloucestershire are:
BODDINGTON (St. Mary Magdalen) bell 2 of 3
COBERLEY (St. Giles) bell 3 of 3
DYRHAM (St. Peter) bell 5 of 6
HUNTLEY (St. John the Baptist) bell 5 of 6
KEMPLEY (St. Mary) bell 3 of 3
WINSTONE (St. Bartholomew) bell 6 of 6 
UPPER SLAUGHTER (St. Peter) bell 2 of 5     
       Siston, Gloucestershire
Congratulations to Geoff Kershaw, for achiev-
ing his first quarter peal. Geoff was a  mem-
ber of Pucklechurch Handbell Group, prior to 
learning to ring in his late 60's at Warmley. St 
Anne

Friday 22 February 2013
1260 Doubles (1h 2m)
60 Stedman, 600 Grandsire & Plain Bob
1 Sue Jay
2 Linda Gittings
3 Ian Smith
4 Mervyn Gibbs
5 William Liebow (C)
6 Geoff Kershaw
First Quarter Peal - 6
Rung as a 30th Birthday Complement to Sara 
Burt, partner of Robert Liebow, son of the 
conductor.



posed to eight last year but we added a 
scratch team which made six.
The draw  over the ringing commenced,  
this year just to  get  the judges off to a 
good start we  started with a  scratch 
team, which really got the afternoon off 
with some very fine  ringing. 

The five branch teams then rang in the 
order of the draw. Pictures were taken 
of all the branch teams as they either 
prepared to ring or when they had com-
pleted their test piece. This at times 
was quite difficult as some teams did 
have people in more than one team.

Eventually we were able to tell the judges  
all the teams had rung and they could 
come in from the cold. Having consumed a 
further drink to warm them up Robert Perry 
gave various comments about the teams. 
He was very impressed with the tenor ring-
er of the Tytherington team. He was also 

impressed he said, with the 
general ringing standard of all 
the teams, with the comments 
over he handed over to Nicola 
to give the results and the 
faults awarded.
The final outcome and winners 
for 2013 were Westerleigh. 
Robert then presented the Ru-
ral Branch trophy to Martin 
Blanchard and also the win-
ners certificate, he then pre-
sented  a certificate to all the 
teams who entered the compe-
tition.
Thanks were given to those 
who brought along the cakes 
and spent their time during the 
afternoon dispensing tea and 
coffee and keeping everyone 
warm and well fed.
Also well done to all came 
along and supported the after-
noon, at one time we had 

about forty members and friends present.
However I do feel we should move the 
competition to later in the  year to get some 
warmer weather for the event!
Well done everyone who came along and 
supported the afternoon.

            Its Humble Pie Time
I am sure you have all now received your 
copies of the recent Association Annual re-
port, thanks to Martin Pearson..
It would appear that our Ringing Masters 
telephone number is incorrect, I am not sure 
how this has happened but it has. Please 
make an amendment if you would in the list 
of branch officers on page 37 his number 
should be
 01179 609265. 
It is in fact Gary Crisp’s number so it may 
have been wrong for some time.
I do ask for people to check the entries in the 
report and let me know of any errors that I 
can correct! This one did not unfortunately 
get spotted. Editor.                                      

     The  2013 Striking  Competition
                      North Nibley
We had a very pleasant afternoon on Saturday 
at our annual striking competition,
although the weather was not quite as ordered 
and the church was quiet cold.
This however was overcome with some very 
good ringing according to  our judge Robert 
Perry, with lots of hot tea, coffee and cake being 
available.
This year our judges Robert Perry and Nicola 
Williams were from  Somerset, they arrived quite 
early and had a ring on the bells before being 
ensconced  under cover at the rear of the church 
in the covered toilet entrance. We did keep them 
well supplied with coffee and cake to keep them 
warm during their deliberations! 
This year we only had five towers enter as op-


