
The branch email address
bellringing@bristolrural.co.uk
Farcited Ringing   July 5th
11.00 -12.00 Ampney Crucis 

Lunch  Eliot Arms, South Cerney

15.00 - 15.30 . South Cerney.

Please note that the afternoon times are 

different to the usual as there is a chil-

dren's service at 14.00

Branch Ringing
7th Nibley Trophy 

Email sent to all tower and 
branch email contacts see be-
low
27th Olympics See February Newsletter
28th Branch practice 
Thornbury  19.00 -21.00 

Chipping Sodbury Ringing
3rd Friday
19.30 - 21.00

     Young Ringers' Event

         Saturday 7th July

Are you a young ringer? Fancy 

ringing and meeting other young 

ringers? Then why not come along 

to Chedworth Church on Saturday 

7th July 10am – 12noon ish? 

Where we will be ringing and also 

having a go at some rope splicing 

with Malcolm. 

Interested? Well, drop me an 

email by 27th June, so I can make 

sure we have enough to run.

Hazel 

G&B Ringing Master
htbridges@aol.com

         Combined Meeting with
                Wotton Branch
              Saturday 9 June

           Frampton Cotterell

The day dawned bright and sun-

ny, the one bright spot in an oth-

erwise sodden week. However, 

after all the rain of the previous 

few days I decided I needed to 

check that the treasure hunt 

route was not under water 

and/or a muddy quagmire. Fortu-

nately, apart from one kissing 

gate standing in a pool of water 

(and this was easily avoided by a 

minor change in route) all was OK.

Ringing at Frampton attracted a 

reasonable number of ringers, al-

though there seemed to be some 

reluctance to leave the tea, cakes 

and scones on offer downstairs! 

A few more people arrived in 

time for the treasure hunt and all 

spent an hour or so walking 

the fields, lanes and streets 

of Frampton on a circuitous 

route from the church to the 

pub. Even more turned up at 

the Rising Sun, and none of 

the treasure hunters got 

lost, so we had just under 40 

in the skittle alley. There was 

a lot of chatting, drinking 

and eating of a very gener-
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4. 2012 Engage Cultural Festival (Email sent out to you all )

ous buffet, and even some skittles. 

People were smiling, so I think they 

were enjoying themselves – a success-

ful event.

Thanks to those who helped organise 

the event, and especially Frampton 

ringers who provided the tea and 

cake, and people who donated raffle 

prizes. Thanks also to all who came, 

including our neighbours from the 

Wotton Branch.

Chris Greef

Do you know who the group are?

Taking Tea



                 Introducing

Ryan and Eileen Price  nee Tarbet 

        St James Mangotsfield

Any early memories of bell ringing? 

Where/when did you first meet?

Ryan told me he learnt to ring in the 

mid 1940's at St Sannan’s Church Bed-

wellty, whilst working as an Appren-

tice Electrician with the Bedwellty 

Urban District Council. He was taught 

to ring by Glyn Williams, a work col-

league returning from military service. 

Ryan, as an existing regular attendee 

of the church he was an ideal candi-

date to join the new team Glyn, a pre-

war ringer, was tasked to set up. 

Once the band became proficient Glyn 

took them to a Llandaff and Mon-

mouth Diocesan meeting. The Assoc. 

then sent experienced ringers up to 

Bedwellty to help the band progress.  

Ryan`s first peal attempt was 5040 

Grandsire Doubles, with 7,6,8 cover. 

Unfortunately it was not officially rec-

ognised because they had three cover 

bells (which was not permissible at the 

time).

Eileen told me she got “roped in” to 

ringing, after she and Ryan met at a 

dance in Blackwood. They married in 

1950 in Bedwellty and then shortly 

after moved to Cardiff, and became 

very active members of St John`s 

Church Bell Ringers. Eileen told me 

that their first peal as a married cou-

ple, was 5040 Stedman Doubles which 

was conducted by Jack Worrall, (a fa-

mous conductor of the period). Jack 

took them under his wing and 

coached them in the mysteries of 

change ringing with many peals etc 

during the 5 years they lived in Cardiff.

In 1958 they moved to Tenby and be-

came very active with the West Wales 

ringers. They were members of the 

Tenby Ringers led by well known, Har-

ry Jenkins, and had a very happy time 

until 1961 when Ryan was transferred 

back to Cardiff. They decided to live in 

Blackwood and became attached to  

Bedwellty Church again. For the next  

4 years they rang at St Sannan's,  

mainly training new ringers. 

In 1965, Ryan was transferred to the 

Bristol Regional Headquarters of 

CEGB. They bought a house in Man-

gotsfield and became ringers at St 

Stephens Church in the City where 

they received a warm welcome from 

Albert Tyler. It was at this time that 

Ryan was proposed and elected to 

membership of the Ancient Society of 

College Youths.

Eileen and Ryan’s son Andrew had 

started to attend Mangotsfield High 

School. He had been taught to ring at 

Bedwellty and had become friendly 

with a young lady in the school orches-

tra. She told him that she was learning 

to ring at Mangotsfield Church and 

that they needed help with the ringing 

there! So he went along to their prac-

tice, was warmly welcomed, Ryan and 

Eileen were asked to join them. They 

soon became very involved with St 

James Church and are still ringing 

there regularly.

Tell me a bit about your working life?

Ryan worked in the Penallta colliery as 

an Electrician prior to achieving his 

higher National Certificate in Electrical 

Engineering. He obtained a post in the 

High Voltage Transmission Depart-

ment of the CEGB. (Later the National 

Grid) at Cardiff and later at Bristol 

Eileen worked at the Food Office, in 

Wales issuing ration books, coupons 

and ID cards. Once her home responsi-

bilities reduced she worked as a Li-

brary Assistant at Staple Hill.

How did you become involved in 

Hand Bell Ringing?

Ryan told me that in the late 1940`s 

that Glyn Williams of Bedwellty had 

discovered some dilapidated hand 

bells whilst clearing some rubbish 

from the Tower. There were 16 bells, 

and the band used them at Christmas 

for tune ringing. In 1953 the bells were 

overhauled by Gillett and Johnston, at 

a total cost of £20 and 16 shillings. 

Loaned to the ringers by the local 

PCC, this was soon repaid from 

Christmas ringing collections.

After their move to Bristol in 1965 

they encouraged their children to 

join them in hand bell ringing. With 

the addition of their son`s school girl-

friend (mentioned above and later 

their daughter in law), “The Price 

Family Ringers” were  formed, (see 

photo).The group  entertained in and 

around the Bristol area and per-

formed  several times on Radio Bris-

tol. The team used 18 hand bells 

belonging to Mangotsfield Church 

and Ryan accompanied the bells on a 

guitar using skills remaining from his 

Rock n’ Roll days. When friends 

asked to join the group, Ryan and 

Eileen decided to invest in a new 3 

octave set of handbells and changed 

the name of the team to The Price 

Ringers.  The team was registered 

with the “Handbell Ringers of Great 

Britain” (HRGB) and performed at 

many National events.

!! In 1982 Ryan was elected as Na-

tional Chairman of HRGB, and repre-

sented Great Britain at  International 

Symposiums in Japan and Korea, and 

attended “The Atomic Bomb Peace 

Ceremony” in Nagasaki, Japan. 

Eileen accompanied him on all trips 

and events.

In 1990, it was decided to  disband 

the Price Ringers. To mark the occa-

sion the Ringers agreed to record a 

CD for posterity and to raise funds 

for the Mangotsfield Church project 

of renewing the tower bells. Later, 

Ryan was approached by Lincombe 

Barn Folk Centre to form a Handbell 

Group hence the beginning of “Barn 

Bells”. This was a very successful 

group and continues today under the 

direction of Mrs Joy Dilworth. 

Are your family Tower Bell ringers?

Both their children learnt to ring 

Tower bells, and  their son still rings 

at Sonning, near Reading. However, 

their  two granddaughters preferred 

Synchronised Swimming!

Thanks go to Ryan, who  was the 

person who put the appeal into the 

Evening Post for ringers, which re-

sulted in a number of new recruits 

and at least one lapsed ringer return-



ing. It has been a privilege to interview 

both Ryan and Eileen,  and hearing  

how much those words from Glyn Wil-

liams, of Bedwellty to Ryan “come up 

the church and learn to ring the bells”, 

have influenced their lives, and what 

they have both achieved in ringing. 

I`m sure most of you have a similar 

story as to what influenced you into 

ringing! 

Sue Liebow 

Press Office

        ST. JAMES THE GREAT, ABSON

On Wednesday 16th May 2012, in a time of 43 
minutes

A QUARTER PEAL OF DOUBLES 
 2 methods, 1 variation (1260 changes)

(240 April Day, 540 Grandsire, 480 Plain 
Bobs)

RUNG AS A GOLDEN WEDDING 
ANNIVERSARY COMPLIMENT TO

Sheila and Brian (Mick) LEWIS – both 
members of this tower
Treble     Brian Lewis
2.             Stan Burrage
3.             Ian Smith
4.             Gloria Wilshire
5.         William Liebow (Conductor) 
Tenor   Mervyn Gibbs

Treble ringer - 1st quarter for 40 years.  
Ringers of 1, 2, 3 and 4 ring together in their 
early years. 

Diamond Jubilee Quarter Peals
Almondsbury, Glos

S Mary V

Friday 8 June 2012 in 45m (22 1/2)

1260 Grandsire Doubles

1   Stephen Crane

2   Michael Purnell

3   David Sansum (C)

4   John P Cole

5   Marcus Booth

6   Gerry Anniss

Rung in celebration of the Diamond Jubilee of HM Queen 

Elizabeth II

Bitton, Gloucestershire

St Mary

Sunday 3 June 2012 in 45

1260 Plain Bob Doubles

1   Marlene Gallop

2   Julie Scudamore

3   Sue Jay

4   Peter Walker

5   William Liebow (C)

6   Christopher Gallop

First Quarter Peal - 1 & 6

First Inside - 2

Rung before the Thanksgiving Service for the Diamond Ju-

bilee of HM Queen Elizabeth II. By a local benefice band.

Coalpit Heath, S Glos

St Saviour

Monday 4 June 2012 in 42 min (10)

1260 Doubles (11m)

120 each St Nicholas, Winchendon Place, St Remigius, 

Huntley, Reverse Canterbury, Plain Bob, St Simons, St 

Martins, St Osmund, Eynesbury and 60 Grandsire

1   Henry Taysom

2   Elaine M Scudamore

3   Kristian D Scudamore

4   Russell N Scudamore

5   Keith W Scudamore (C)

6   Mervyn Gibbs

Most methods - 3 and 4.

Rung to celebrate the Diamond Jubilee of Her Majesty 

Queen Elizabeth II

Dyrham, Gloucestershire

St Peter

Friday 1 June 2012

1320 Cambridge Surprise Minor

1   Linda Gittings

2   William Liebow

3   John Payton

4   Brian Angel

5   Arch Andrews

6   David Matthews (C)

Rung to celebrate the Diamond Jubilee of

Queen Elizabeth II

Frampton Cotterell

St Peter

Saturday 2 June 2012

Mix Doubles of Grandshire, Reverse Cambridge and Plan 

Bob Doubles.

1, Rosemary Morgan

2, Bryn Shackleton

3, Sue Alexander

4, Martin Pearson

5, Gary Crisp (Conductor)

6, Richard Sleeman

Rung to celebrate the Diamond Jubilee of the 60 years reign 

of Queen Elizabeth.

Frenchay

St. John the Baptist

Monday 4 June 2012 in 44mins (4cwt)

1260 Doubles (3 methods)

60, Stedman Doubles

480 Bob Doubles

720, Grandsire Doubles

1   Edna Cause

2   Chris Greef

3   Linda Gittings

4   Gill Greef

5   John Payton (c)

6   Richard Fox

Rung to celebrate the Diamond Jubilee of HRH Queen 

Elizabeth II

Iron Acton, Gloucestershire

St James Less

Monday 4 June 2012 in 47 Mins (15 1/2 cwt)

1260 Plain Bob Minor

1   Frances Christiansen

2   Philip Coward

3   Andrew Williams

4   Matthew Johnson

5   David Matthews (c)

6   Phill Payne

Rung during the Iron Action Jubilee procession celebrat-

ing the Jubilee.

Winterbourne, Bristol

St Michael the Archangel

Saturday 2 June 2012 in 42mins (20cwt)

1260 5 Doubles

240 of St Simons, St Martins, Plain Bob, Rev Cant, & 300 

of Grandsire

1   Steve Crane

2   Gill Greef

3   Bill Liebow

4   Martin Pearson

5   Alan J Coombs (C)

6   Chris Greef

Rung on Coronation Day to Celebrate the Diamond Jubi-

lee of HM Queen Elizabeth II

Chris has now Circled the tower

Keynsham, Somerset

St John the Baptist

Sunday 3 June 2012 in 48 mins (24-3-27)

1260 Grandsire Triples

Composed: Michael Hurst

1   Emma-Jane Nichols

2   Nicola J Williams

3   Fiona A Hartley

4   William J Liebow

5   Roger W Haynes

6   Mike Amphlett

7   Martin S Pearson (C)

8   George T Colbourne

For Choral Evensong and to celebrate the Diamond Jubi-

lee of Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II.

First on eight bells as Conductor.

Many Thanks to those who sent in these  quarters.

Bill Liebow

Ringing Master



Dear

2012 Engage Cultural Festival 

Since 2004 South Gloucestershire Council has held its Engage Festival every three years. Our 
next festival would normally be in 2013 but we have decided to bring it forward a year to cele-
brate the London 2012 Olympic Games. The 2012 Engage Cultural Festival will be combined for 
the first time ever with the Festival of Youth Sport to make this an event to remember.

Therefore, our next Engage Festival is planned for Saturday 7 July 2012 at the WISE 
Campus in Filton College.

The format of the festival will be as in past years with live performances, stalls, stands and work-
shops with cultural themes. There will be food from around the world with suggestions for healthy 
eating and a wide range of activities for all members of the family to enjoy and take part in, 
something to cater for and appeal to all age groups.

The doors will open to the public from 10am and the last stage performance is set to finish at 
approximately 5:00pm.

The WISE campus at Filton College is an excellent new indoor venue, close to public transport 
links and the Ring Road and is ideal for all the activities that historically identify with the Engage 
Festival. It also has excellent sports facilities to accommodate the Youth Sport activities.

If you have previously participated in an Engage Festivals, you will be familiar with what a won-
derful community event it is. If you have not participated before, this is your opportunity to take 
part in something quite unique to South Gloucestershire. It is a great opportunity to showcase 
your creative work and publicise yourself to the wider community of South Gloucestershire.

We hope you will join us for this historic event. To enable you to do so I have enclosed, with this 
letter, two participants forms, one for Stage & Performances and one for Exhibits, Stalls, Food 
Stands & Workshops. Please reserve your place at the Festival by completing and returning the 
appropriate form by Friday 30 March 2012. The sooner you return your form the sooner your 
place will be secured.

Should you wish any further information or would like to discuss any of the above, please feel 
free to contact me on 01454 868152.

We look forward to receiving your participant’s form and a truly memorable 2012. 

Yours sincerely,

George Kousouros
Community Enterprise Officer


