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The Newsletter of Bristol Rural Branch Bellringers
Headlines web site www.bristolrural.co.uk email: bristolrural@bristolrural.co.uk
1. VE Day 70th Centenary Ringing Request.
2.. May Day Outing Monday 4th May Poster in the newsletter. The menu for lunch
can be accessed from the web address at the bottom of the poster!
3. Coalpit Heath advanced ringing availability.
What’s Happening this Month
FarCited
Thursday May 7th
Dyrham 6(13) 14.30 - 15.30
172 ST742758 SN14 8EU
May 4th Mayday Outing South Wales
See program in the newsletter.
Poster sent to all towers and email contacts along with the lunch Menu.
16th Branch Practice and BBQ
15.00 - late Abson

which was a bonus as we did not have to
much time between towers, although we
managed to make time for morning
coffee/tea & biscuits at our first Tower.
Lunch was a pleasant affair, time for a
chat & catch up, although one of our
number had to rush off to retrieve his coat
left at the last Tower !!! Service however
was a little slow which resulted in Bill &
Dave leaving pronto to get to the first of
the afternoon Towers … while the rest of
us enjoyed our pudding, well you just
have to don’t you !! Coffee/Tea was again
served in the afternoon. Many thanks to
Mary for the cups … so much more civilized than paper ones.
Our last tower was Kemble, a ground floor
ring & toilets, best way to end the day
before wending our way home.
Many Thanks to Adrian for taking the photos.
May we take this opportunity to welcome

Chipping Sodbury Ringing
The 3rd Friday 19.30 - 21.00
Branch Meeting and BBQ
16th May Collins Farm Abson 15.00- Late
If you are coming to the BBQ could each tower
please provide a salad or a sweet please.

Late News: Chris Gallop tower Captain
at Bitton until around 1986 has passed
away, Funeral May 15th at 14.30. Ringing
before and after the service at Bitton
Abson Outing

March 2015

Many thanks to Bill Liebow our tower captain
for organizing our Day Trip to the Swindon
area. Well done for the choice of Towers all
were easily accessible or ground floor rings.
The weather proved to be on our side, dry &
rather pleasant, the sun was quite warm.
We were a small but merry band of ringers &
all managed to bag some new towers. All
Tower contacts arrived on time to let us in

3 new ringers to our Wednesday morning
practise, it will not be long before they will
be able to join us for rounds & call changes.
Sheila Lewis

Tower Contact
Farcited Outing April 9th
With the first tower at 10.00 it meant
an early start to be there on time, we
followed the river Usk from from Chepstow to Monmouth, we however did
have time for a quick coffee in Monmouth before following the A466 on
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into Herefordshire to St Weonards, St
Weonards stands on the top of a hill
with a large square tower which can be
seen from miles away. The key was
found as we were letting our selves in
to the tower, the ladies soon had the
kettles boiling for the tea and coffee
everyone was looking for on arrival.
The sun was shining and the bells began to ring they had a marvellous tone
on this fresh spring morning they were
quite slow turning and were being well
rung..
The second tower of the day was
Kentchurch, a church surrounded by
the spectacular Herefordshire country
side, this church had connections with
the Scudamore family. On down the
valley for a short distance to the Bridge
Inn where we were expected. We visited this Inn this time last
year, it was no mistake to
go back again the meal and
the service were just has
good as last year, I think
most if not all were well satisfied with the Bridge Inn, if
you are in that part of the
world do visit I I think it is
well worth it.
After Lunch on to Eywas
Harold a ground floor ring,
the ringers present rang
London, Cambridge, April Day along
with the Farcited ‘s usual methods. In
Fact London was rung twice to accommodate all those present who were
able to ring it!. There was a shop and
Post Office adjacent to the church and
several of us availed ourselves of an
ice cream before moving on to AbeyDore. Having had an ice cream at the
previous church the bells were already
ringing when we arrived, the kettles
were on and the tea coffee and biscuits

St.Weonard

were being dispensed. Some reasonable ringing was achieved but it was
soon time to bring the bells down and
start for home.
Another great day in the Herefordshire
country side, a good turn out of FarCited members. A good day was had by
all so thank you to everyone for making
it an excellent day out!
VE Day 70th Centenary Day Ringing
A request has been received from Government for bells to be rung to mark the 70th Anniversary of Victory in Europe (VE Day). If
possible, the desire is for bells to be rung at

11 am on Saturday 9th May or alternatively
at other convenient time over the weekend
Friday to Sunday 8th-10th May. Although
there are other demands for special ringing
coming up we hope that this can be given
due support. The Church of England has
also been approached by Government so
church authorities should be aware of the
reason for additional ringing.
The Ringing World March 27.2015
___________________________________

G & B Association AGM
18 April 2015
The Association AGM this year was hosted
by the Chippenham Branch. As is usual for
these events, a number (6) of towers were

Wanted
The Branch is looking for a Press officer, would
you like to join the branch committee in a non
elected member position.
With the sad loss of Sue Liebow earlier in the year who held this post we
would like to replace her. Sue was the first Press officer the branch
created specifically for the recruitment year we held in 2011.

The role involves advertising the branch activities to the local
press and broadcasting bodies. Producing articles for the local
press with the help of the rest of the committee. Such as the
National St Georges day of ringing, liasing with the local councils
for council lead activities, ensuring the branch is represented in the
local guides which are published in each area.
Attending the annual AGM in November and reporting on the activites through out the year, attending the once a year branch management committee meeting in September or October which plans
the annual program for the following year, along with other varied
activities in which the branch are involved.

If you are interested please talk to a branch officer

open for ringing in the morning. I’d rung at
most of them before but did take the opportunity to ring at Alderton, a 6 rehung for the
Millennium.
Striking competitions form part of the proceedings and Rural Branch had teams in
both the 6 and 8 bell striking competitions.
Tytherington represented us in the 6 bell
competition at Langley Burrell and were the
only team of the 10 entered brave enough to
ring a Surprise method, most of the others
playing safe with Grandsire doubles: Tytherington were placed 9th and were awarded
one of the Ringing Master’s clappers for their
endeavour with the most advanced method
of the competition. In the 8 bell competition
at St. Andrew’s Chippenham we rang Bob
major and came 9th out of 9. At least we
completed the test piece correctly and made
the other Branches feel good that they didn’t
come last! Perhaps not surprisingly, the
Branches that did well had 8 bell bands
drawn largely from one 8 bell tower, whereas
there were 7 towers represented in our band.
The AGM meeting itself was held at Colerne,
with ringing and a service beforehand, tea
and more ringing afterwards. Pucklechurch
ringers were at the meeting to receive the
award for Association tower of the year - a
signed certificate and the Mary Bliss trophy,
a model of a church tower about 12” high.
Well done to them! The Association committee were re-elected apart from the Ringing
Master - Hazel Bridges stood down and was
replaced by Will Ruck, from Ruardean in the
Forest Branch. As usual the tea was excellent with cakes being sold off at the end
there was so much left over.
And a final word, quoting from Steve
Coleman’s “rules” for striking competitions:
the weather was crisp and spring like; we
had fun; the judges were nice and only said
nice things about the teams.
Chris Greef

Branch Chairman
Pucklechurch Tower of the year
competition 2015
As we said in the last newsletter, where we
also printed a copy of their submission Pucklechurch tower won the association Tower of
the Year Award 2015.
This was presented at the AGM at Colerne
on Saturday the 18th of April where Angela
Robb and Lesley Hall accepted the trophy
on behalf of all the people who were involved in the work in the tower and the submission.
The Ringers displayed the trophy in the
church on Sunday morning during the service . The picture of Angela Robb and Lesley Hall with the Mary Bliss trophy and the
certificate for winning.
We were in Church when Angela gave a
talk about the tower and how we came to
win the award. Subsequently we had about
a dozen people come up the tower after-

wards to have a look for themselves.
We also had a bell cake for everyone to enjoy.
Sorry Angela is not asleep in the photo, but the
vicar cut his finger while cutting the cake, and
he was gone about
20 mins getting a plaster !!!
Alan Coombs

Ringing Master
CELBRATIONS OF BECOMING
A PENSIONER:BELLS….. BEER……… & BEEF
BELLS took the form of a Quarter Peal day,
ringing some of Wiltshire’s best rings. We
left Tytherington and, travelled along the
M4 in quite foggy conditions. The first
quarter peal was Grandsire Triples on the
famous bells at St John the Baptist at
Devizes, where William Pye’s brother rang
a peal in 1928. Once this quarter was
completed the fog had lifted, but it was
still cloudy and quite cold. The next tower
was Upavon, and as its name suggests is a
large village on the River Avon, and the
bells were top quality 14 cwt ring of six.
Ringing commenced at 11.30 am, and by
the end the sun was out, and it was much
warmer. Upavon has two pubs, and the
Antelope was chosen for the Beer and
Beef. The lady behind the bar commented
that she had worked in the pub for 3 years
and had never heard the bells being rung!
Of the eight of us sat down, seven had the
rump steak which was very good value for
money. Our conductor had worked up
rather a thirst, and this was quenched
with several pints of rather strong beer.
The next tower was Market Lavington, the
second ground floor ring which are a complete ring by Llewelyn James, and everyone you speak to says that these are the
best ring of bells they ever cast. The final

Including the Birthday Boy
tower was Melksham, and the gentleman
who met us noted that at the age of 65,
you would be considered a youngster in
the Melksham tower. By this time the

weather was very
warm, and some of us
enjoyed an ice lolly at
the end. Fortunately all
four quarter peals were
completed.
After travelling home,
the day was rounded
off with a few more
pints to quench our
thirst.
Andrew R Williams
I will put the quarters on
the Tytherington web
page with two more pictures.

Ringing at Coalpit Heath
Following the recent Tower Captain
meeting Hilda Shipp our deputy
ringing master has organised with
Coalpit Heath ringers that any ringers in the branch who would like to
ring advanced eight bell methods
are welcome to go to their practice
on a Wednesday evening starting at
19.45 to 21.00. If you want to go on
to advanced methods please go
along and take advantage of the
arrangement.
Thank you to all the people who have
submitted articles and photo’s this
month. It makes producing the newsletter so much easier.
Once again Thank you

We will guarantee some 6 bell ringing at the lighter eights

10:15 11:15 Ebbw Vale

(8, 24 3 15)

SO168088
NP23 6UJ

(8, 12 1 4)

ST193939
NP12 2BG

Reputed to be one of the best
sounding eights in the country

11:45 12:30 Mynyddislwyn
Interesting white washed tower
on the top of a hill beautiful
views

12:50
14:30
Bassaleg

Lunch at The Tredegar Arms,
*** Menu attached if you want lunch ***

(8, 14 1 17)

ST277871
NP10 8LD

(8, 8 1 21)

ST339906
NP18 1AX

(6, 5 2 2)

ST478935
NP16 6RQ

14:30 15:15 Bassaleg
15:45 16:30 Caerleon
Roman amphitheatre remains
adjacent for any non ringing
friends

17:10 18:00 Shirenewton
Nice light six on the way home to
finish up with if you are feeling
tired

Please let Robin and Hilda (01454 319375 or
robin.shipp@cantab.net) know if you are planning to attend and
your menu choice (if appropriate) by Saturday 25 April
The Lunch menu can be found on the branch web site under recent changes or click below.
http://www.bristolrural.co.uk/Posters/2015/Poster+Menu-May-Day-2015%20.pdf

